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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



MAY MEETING, 1890. 

THE stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 8th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. m. ; the President, Dr. George E. 
Ellts, in the chair. 

The record of the April meeting was read and approved ; 
and the Librarian communicated the monthly list of donors to 
the Library. 

In accordance with the By-Laws, the President appointed 
Rev. Dr. Edward J. Young, Rev. Dr. Alexander McKenzie, 
and Mr. Charles C. Smith as the Committee for publishing 
the Proceedings for the ensuing year. 

The President then read a circular letter from a provisional 
committee of the Congregational Club of Boston, with refer- 
ence to the erection of a memorial to the Pilgrims at Delfts- 
haven. After remarks by the Hon. E. R. Hoar, the letter 
was, on motion of Mr. Justin Winsor, referred to a com- 
mittee consisting of the Rev. Dr. Henry M. Dexter, Rev. 
Edward G. Porter, and Mr. Edward J. Lowell. 

The President also said he had received an invitation to 
attend the Fifth Semi-Centennial Anniversary of the Settle- 
ment of the Town of Southampton, Long Island, to be held on 
the 12th of June. 

Communications from the Third Section having been called 
for, Mr. R. C. "Winthrop, Jr., said : — 

I have been more than once requested to place on record 
any information contained in the Winthrop Papers concerning 
Thomas Lyon, an early settler of Connecticut, about whom 

l 
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our former President, Mr. Savage, was able to ascertain so 
little that he supposed him to have been a soldier killed in 
action by the Indians, when, in reality, he was a Quaker who 
died in his bed. Some years ago I found several letters of his, 
addressed either to Gov. John Winthrop the elder or to Gov. 
John Winthrop the younger, together with letters of his two 
wives and of other persons nearly connected with him ; but it is 
only recently that I have had leisure to decipher them. Their 
interest may by some be considered rather genealogical than 
historical ; but it is often difficult to draw the line between 
these two pursuits, and there can be no question that a fuller 
appreciation of the inner life of the early Colonial period is to 
be derived from reading its domestic correspondence than 
from the often wearisome perusal of its political and religious 
controversies. These letters, and the notes I have compiled 
with reference to them, contain information not easily accessi- 
ble, and largely relate to matters already alluded to in this 
Society's publications. I therefore communicate them for our 
printed Proceedings, without troubling the Society to listen 
to them. I may add, however, that they establish the fact 
that the first wife of this Thomas Lyon was a lady whose 
existence has hitherto been either ignored, or represented to 
have terminated in childhood. I have thus enjoyed the pecu- 
liar satisfaction, not merely of resuscitating a virtuous young 
woman, but of pointing out that some other writers have been 
in the wrong, which is, I need not say, one of the greatest 
gratifications that can befall an antiquarian. 

Notes concerning Thomas Lyon, his Family and Connections. 

Henry Winthrop, second son of Gov. John Winthrop of Massachu- 
setts, baptized at Groton, England, Jan. 20, 1 607-8, became a planter in 
Barbadoes in 1627, but subsequently returned to England and married, 
April 25, 1629, his cousin Elizabeth Fones, daughter of Thomas Fones, 
of London, and sister of Martha Fones, who subsequently became the 
first wife of his brother John. He sailed for New England shortly 
after his father, and was accidentally drowned at Salem, Massachusetts, 
on the day after his arrival, July 2, 1 630. His wife had remained in 
England with her husband's mother, with whom she came to Boston in 
November, 1631. Just before sailing she appears to have had an op- 
portunity of becoming the second wife of William Coddington ; * and 

1 Life and Letters of John Winthrop, vol. ii. p. 88. 
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not long after her arrival, she married Robert Feke (otherwise written 
Feake, Fekes, and Feecx), one of the earliest and largest proprietors in 
Watertown, which he repeatedly represented in the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Court, and where he and his wife appear to have lived happily to- 
gether until about 1640, when he became joint owner of Greenwich, 
Connecticut, whither he removed his family. Capt. Daniel Patrick — a 
military man of some note but of not altogether savory reputation, who 
had commanded the company of Massachusetts militia of which Feke had 
been lieutenant — was associated in this purchase ; and when Feke was 
obliged to return to Watertown, where his impaired health long detained 
him, he left his wife, children, and estate in charge of Patrick. The lat- 
ter was subjected to much annoyance by the Indians, and by the pre- 
tensions of the Dutch to sovereignty over Greenwich, and was finally 
coerced or persuaded to sign a declaration of submission to the States- 
General of Holland. This paper, which bears date April 9, 1642, recites 
that the action of Mrs. Feke and himself was duly authorized by her hus- 
band, then sick and absent. 1 About this time, however, a painful sen- 
sation was created in New England by a story that Mrs. Feke was 
improperly intimate with Patrick, who was assassinated by a Dutch sol- 
dier at Stamford in the following year. 2 Mrs. Emanuel Downing was 
much attached to " my neece, Bes Fones," as she called her ; and after 
Patrick's death she urged Governor Winthrop to befriend her, adding, 
" that which I have heard of her was not like to be for her good or our 
comfort, yet every one is not her mother's child." s Feke appears to have 
taken no steps to obtain a legal separation, but to have continued to live 
apart from his wife ; and in 1 647 he went to England on a long absence, 
leaving his affairs in charge of one William Hallett. There are two 
letters • from John Winthrop, Jr., to Gov. Peter Stuyvesant, asking 
provision for Mrs. Feke and her children out of the property within 
Dutch jurisdiction, agreeably to an understanding with Feke before 
his departure, and that Hallett might have free ingress and egress to 
and from Dutch territory.* Not long after, however, Mrs. Feke an- 
nounced that she and Hallett had been married ; which caused a great 
scandal, both because he was her inferior in station and because there 
was no apparent evidence of her divorce. Gov. Theophilus Eaton 
wrote John Winthrop, Jr., July 21, 1648 : " It is possible that William 
Hallett and she that was M r Feakes his wife, are marryed ; though not 
only the lawfulnes and validitie of such a marriage, but the reallity 
and truth, is by some questioned." s As a part of Greenwich had been 
originally purchased in Mrs. Feke's name, the relative claims upon Mr. 

i N. Y. Col. Doc, vol. ii. p. 144. 

2 Winthrop's New England, vol. ii. p. 151. 

3 5 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. i. p. 34. 

* 4 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. vi. p. 521. 
« Ibid., p. 348. 
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Feke's estate of his former wife, his children, and his agent, Hallett, 
gave rise to complicated litigation ; and the correspondence now com- 
municated opens at this period, when Thomas Lyon, who had recently 
become Mrs. Feke's son-in-law, was much disgusted by the Hallett mar- 
riage, having expected to look after his mother-in-law's affairs himself. 
John Winthrop, Jr., however, exerted influence with Theophilus Eaton 
in her behalf; and Governor Eaton, in reply, expressed sympathy for 
her, in spite of her "injurious writings "to himself, and his allegation 
that she had allowed her children to be " if not naked, very unsatisfy- 
ingly apparelled." 1 

As Elizabeth Feke-Hallett has fared somewhat hardly at the hands of 
local historians, it may be well to insert here an early letter of hers 
(the only one in existence), which exhibits her character in an engaging 
light in point of tenderness to an invalid servant. It is without date, 
but was evidently written from Groton Manor toward the close of 
1630 or at the beginning of 1631. 

To my very loving brother, M r John Winthrop, at M r Downing's house, 

these be dd. 
Loveing brother, — I have sent my mayde up unto you. I pray 
tell my Uncle and Aunt Downing that my mother remembers her love 
to them and would intreate them to let her be there a day or two till 
she can be sent unto her mother. Or else, if they cannot let her lodge 
there, let her lodge at the Belsavage and have her diate with them ; for 
she is sickly and is loath to be alone. Give John Hodges, I pray, a 
note of the townes names from London to Haslemore and soe to Exi- 
tur ; and if it bee too farre out of John Hodges way, see her safe sent 
downe to her owne country-carrier. She will direct you where he lyeth. 
Thus remembring my love, and the loves of the rest of your friends, 
unto you, — desireing you likewise to remember my duty unto my Uncle 
and Aunt Downing, — I rest 

Your loving sister, Elizabeth Winthrop. 

Besides her Feke children, she had, by her first husband, Henry Win- 
throp, an only child, Martha Johanna, born at Groton Manor May 9, 
1630, who in many notices of the Winthrop family is stated to have 
died in childhood, some writers adding that she was buried in Ipswich. 
Massachusetts. This mistake undoubtedly arose from the fact that 
another Martha Winthrop, the first wife of John Winthrop, Jr., died in 
Ipswich, in 1634, and was buried there with her infant daughter of the 
same name. 

Martha Johanna Winthrop grew up to womanhood, and at the age of 
about seventeen married Thomas Lyon, as appears by the following 
letter from him to his wife's grandfather : — 

i 4 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. vi. p. 350. 
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THOMAS LYON TO JOHN WINTHROP. 

To the Eight Worship full Governor M r Winthrop, at Boston, this dd. 

From Stamford, y e 25 August, 1647. 
Kind and Loving Gkanfather, — My humble duty remem- 
bred unto you and harty thankes unto you for all your kindnes 
showne both to me and to my wife. I am sorow for to heare of that 
sad newes of the loss of my Granmother, but the Lord knowes best 
what to doe. 1 The ocasion of my writing is seing the Lord hath 
brought me into this condition as for to marry one of your gran- 
children, my desier is for to seeke both for her sole's good and her 
bodys's. Therefore, seeing my time is in the Lord's hands (how soone 
I may be taken from her I know not), I would provide as comfortable 
as I could. For her to goe to her Mother, if the Lord should take me 
away, is not my desier, cousedering her condition, for I have knowne 
enough. Therefore, I heeriug by som since I married her that there 
was somthing both given her and apoynted to be given her, caused 
me to write to you intreating you to send me word how it is. If 
there bee anything, it is better she have her right to doe her good 
another day than those that be as strangers or have no right at 
all. And as for her Mother, I think if she could marry here (as yet 
she may not be sufered) she will goe somwhere else with the fellow, if 
he be as willing, soe that my wife has not nor is like to have title or 
noe comfort or helpe of her Mother. Soe if there bee anything by 
right for my wife, I would pray you to consider of her and send word. 
I shall bee short, but would pray you to speke with Goodman Lockwood 
this bearer and he can sattisfie you fully how all things is, for I tould 
my mind to him. Thus intreating you to let me heere by this bearer 
fully how all things is, I hast. I pray you to remember my duty to 
my father Feeke, if he be not departed for England, and to my kind 
Unkle John Winthrop and my Aunt, with thankfullnes for all their 
former kindneses. I would have sent to him before now, but had not 
an opertunity. Likewise, my love to all the rest of my friends in gen- 
erall. My wife remembers her humble duty unto you and thanks you 
for your love and care toward her. Your good exhortation she hopes 
she shall not forgit, and she prays you to remember her to her lovino- 
and kind Unkle John and to her Aunt, and to her Unkle Adam and all 
her Unkles & Aunts & freinds. Likewise she would pray you to re- 
member her duty to her father Feeke. Thus, leaving you to the 
protection of the Allmighty, I rest 

Your dutyfull and obedient Grandsonn, Thomas Lion, 

Governor Winthrop's indorsement is almost illegible, but appears to be : " Sonne 
Lion, Lre about M. J. her right. 23 (7) 47." 

1 Margaret Winthrop, wife of the Governor, had died but little more than two 
months before. 
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In the course of the following winter Mrs. Lyon appears to have been 
seriously ill, and in the Spring her husband wrote the Governor as 
follows : — 

THOMAS LYON TO JOHN WINTHEOP. 

From Stamford, y e 14 Aprill, 1648. 
Loving Granfather, — My humble duty remembred unto you. 
This is to aquaint you that I have received your kind token you sent 
to my wife as a gowne and petecote and savegards, which I humbly 
thank you for. They stand my wife in great sted. For my owne part, 
I am willing to doe for my wife to the utermost of my power, but she 
being in such a condition, not able to helpe her selfe, makes me doe and 
suffer that which otherwise I might not ; but my trust is in the Lord 
who had apointed us to com together. He can helpe and releive those 
that wayt upon Him, as experiance shows. Although I am base in de- 
gree to you, and poore, yet that you should look upon me to helpe me 
the goodnes of God is great. And as for your good counsell, I humbly 
thanke you. The Lord inable me to folow it, that soe I might make 
my wife's life as comfortable as I can in her condition. As for my 
wife, she is worse and worse, soe that it is great hindrance to me, have- 
ing but little but by my labor, and cannot git a helpe for her, they being 
all so scarce here. Concerning my wife's mother, she hath delt very 
harsh with me, withholding my right from me in severall cases. The 
reason, as I conceive, and noe other, I shall tell you. When I mar- 
ried first, I lived in the house with her, because, my father beeing de- 
stracted, I might bee a helpe to her. Whereupon seeing severall 
carages betwene the felow she now hath to bee for husband and that 
the people allsoe tooke notic of it (which was to her disgrace) which 
greved me verie much, — and I can say, as the Lord knowes, her fall 
hath beene the greatest greefe and trouble to me that ever com by 
other, — and after long time heering and seeing what condition she 
were in, I spake to her about it privately, and after I discovered my 
dislike I see her carage alter toward me. And haveing profered di- 
vers times to the utermost of my power to help her to take care of her 
estate, either in the house with her or in a house by her, haveing soft 
all menes that were lawfull, both betwene she and I, — allsoe, when 
nought would prevale, before witnes, — that soe she might gaine her 
name, bring glory to God, and part with the felow ; yet nothing would 
prevale, but the more I desiered her to part with the felow, the more I 
see she were against me. But, however, I hope I shall have a clere 
consiance toward her before God that I have not been the cause in the 
leest by my neglect; but to relate were tedious. However, I am sorow 
for the sad effect she hath brought upon her selfe in the generall, and 
now more pertickquler that none of her former freinds will scarse look 
upon her, — which I desier the Lord would lay it open to her if at the 
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last there may be hopes, and I desier my selfe and others may take 
notis of her fall that soe it may be gaine to others. 

My wife remembers her duty unto you and to all the rest of her 
freinds in generall, with thanks to you for your gift sent to her, and 
likewise to all her freinds to their kindness. I thought to have writ to 
my uncle John Winthrop, but the time is [tor»] I shall not. I intreat 
your favour to aquaint him how things are, that I could desier (as the 
case stands) he would make a jorny hither spedely. Likewise let me 
intreat you soe much, because I shall not write to him at this time, as 
to tell him I would intreat him to conseder the state of the place here 
and helpe me with a couple of sithes and a sickell or two against 
harvest, for here is none to bee got, and I shall send such pay as the 
cuntry doth aford, as whete ; for if I had such things it would help me 
to get much that now I cannot. Oure thoughts are for the present to 
see to the Dutch Governor if he will resine the part of the estate there 
in our hands, that soe wee might have it all improved at Greenwidg 
upon the land. I intreat you would be pleased to let me heere from 
you spedely. Soe in hast I rest 

Your dutyfull and obedient Grandsonn, Thomas Lion. 

Farther, concerning the condition she is in, my father Feeke going 
away sodingly, having taken noe course about the children and estate, 
only desiered a freind of his, and I, in case wee see them about makeing 
away the estate and to remove, we should stay it, — allso sending a 
letter to the same effect from Watertown, — we sent for counsell what 
we should do. We were advised to stay it according to my father's 
order ; whereupon wee sent to the Dutch Governor, and went allso, 
that the estate might be stayed according to my father's desier. My 
mother and William Hallett coming there, there were som complants 
made against them, their living together ; whereupon the Gov. ordered 
that the estate should be preserved for the children and my father upon 
his land at Greenwidg. It were farther ordered that my mother 
should live with her children, haveing the benyfit of the estate comfor- 
table to live on, if she continewed there. If she did not stay there, she 
was not to carie away any of the estate nor children ; likewise William 
were to depart the jurisdiction. But when they were returned to 
Greenwidg, because the fellow might not live there, my mother-in-law 
came hither with him, bringing away the children and estate, which we 
have seized on. Allso sence she came here she hath openly confessed 
she is married to him, is with child by him ; and she hath been at New 
Haven, but could have noe comfort ; nor hopes for present to live in the 
jurisdiction, and what will becom of her I know not. She is resolute 
in her course, or-else I think, if she would leave William, she might stay 
here ; and for the present they are in an unsettled condition, not know- 
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ing what to doe ; and wee have had much trouble concerning the estate, 
and yet it is not settled, for wee know not how to despose of the chil- 
dren, for the estate is sould and wasted by their me,nes and charges 
comd on it, soe that it will not be soe good as my father left it, — 
neither will it maintayne the children except they be put forth. I 
could desier that my Uncle John would make a voyage hither and see 
if hee could settle things for the best, for the children and estate, 
spedely. The ocasion of my writing is to informe you of the truth, lest 
you might be informed otherwise. If my Uncle John Winthrop would 
com, it would be very good. I humbly intreat you to speke with him 
about it, for the children and the estate suffer. Or I would intreat you 
to send by this bearer your mind what you think will be best. There 
is 300 acres of land which were given to my wife by my father and 
Captaine Patrick. I intreat you to write to the Dutch Governor, who 
has taken the land away, that soe I may not lose my right. 

Indorsed by Governor Winthrop : " Sonne Lyon. 14 (2) 48." 

So far as can be ascertained, the two foregoing letters constitute the 
earliest existing mention of Thomas Lyon in New England ; but they 
afford no clue to his antecedents, except as showing that he had not 
been long married, that his means were small, that he had acquaint- 
ances in Boston, that he was on good terms not only with the Winthrop 
family but with his wife's stepfather, Robert Feke, and that, like so 
many young married men in all ages, he did not get on pleasantly with 
his mother-in-law. It has been reasonably assumed that he was related 
to the Richard Lyon who was of Fairfield in 1649, and the Henry 
Lyon who was of Milford in 1646 and afterward of Fairfield, but 
where he was born and from what part of England he came has yet 
to be discovered. If the words " my father being destracted " (in the 
second letter) are to be understood as referring to his own father, they 
might help to ascertain his parentage ; but the probability is that he 
was alluding to his stepfather-in-law and used the word" destracted " 
with reference to the separation of Feke from his wife. 1 Thomas Lyon's 

1 Robert Feke returned from England, and died at Watertown, Feb. 1, 1603. 
For a number of years before his death he is stated to have been deranged, and 
his property melted away. What became of his children is not apparent. The 
only letter from him now to be found among the Winthrop Papers is of an earlier 
period, and is as follows : — 
To the Wor : /»" John a Wentrope, Esquier, at Konufticott, give this. 

Wateetowne, this 5* July, 1636 

Lovinge & kinde Brother, — I salute you in the Lord, rememberinge mj' 
best respeckt unto you. I thanke you for that you would take the payne to write 
to us. I confesse wee are to blame that wee have not write to you all this tyme, 
but I soppose yf you knew o^ occasions & distrachtions we have bin in by reson 
we weare alltogether unsettled, you would then excuse us & beare with us for 
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handwriting, though difficult to read at the present day, is that of an 
educated man ; but it is not easy to understand why he was not already 
in possession of the information he asks for as to any sum to which his 
wife would be entitled on coming of age. Although her father, Henry 
Winthrop, had died in his twenty-third year, he is known to have had 
some small means in his own right, as Governor Winthrop, in one of 
his published letters, alludes to having temporarily borrowed £400 of 
his son Henry. 1 

It is doubtful whether John Winthrop, Jr., found time to go to Stam- 
ford, as requested ; and it is clear that however much he may have 
regretted his sister-in-law's imprudence, he was not in sympathy with 
the harsh language used by her soa-in-law. So far from endeavoring 
to separate Mr. and Mrs. Hallett, he steadily befriended them, as will 
appear hereafter. It is also evident that he was much concerned by- 
hearing of the ill-health of his niece, that a story had reached him that 
her husband was not sufficiently attentive to her, and that he consulted 
his friend Theophilus Eaton about it. Governor Eaton replied from 
New Haven, Jan. 4, 1648-9: "I am altogether a stranger to Thomas 
Lyon and his wife; till now, I have not heard the least intimation 
of her weakenes or his neglect. From your information, I shall now 
enquire, and consider what the case may require." 2 A few months 
later, Mrs. Lyon wrote her uncle as follows : — 

MARTHA JOHANNA LYON TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. 

To my loving and kind Uncle, M r John Winthrop, att Pequot, this dd. 

From Stamford, y e 23 March, 1648[-9]. 
Most loving and kind Unkell and Aunt, — My humble duty 
remembered unto you. I haveing an opertunyty thought good to send 

it. Assure your selfe it is not for wante of love to you or unmindfullness of 
you. You write to us to knowe o r mindes, w ch when I received your letter I 
did not knowe my owne mynde, but sence it hath pleased God wee are resolved 
agayne for Knufticott, & therfor I have nowe sent my man to mowe grass there 
for to winter my cattell, and to gett what houseninge hee can there, thoughe 
never soe meane, for a shelter till I come hether my selfe. I propose, God will- 
ing, in the Springe to come there, my wife & fammeley. I should be glad to 
heere that you will sett downe there too, that yf God plese, wee maye injoye 
your compayneie there to dwell, w"= h I doe protest would bee a greate comfort to 
roee, yf God soe please to dispose of it. Your wife & dafter was lately verie 
well, — last Thursday I saw them both, — your wife, I meane, for a woman in hir 
case lately brought to bed. And soe with my prayer to God for a blessinge uppon 
you and all your affayres, I take my leave & rest, being in hast, 

Your truly lovinge Brother, Robarte Feke. 

1 Life and Letters of John Winthrop, vol. ii. p. 41. 

2 4 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. vi. p. 353. 

2 
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these few lines, allthough I have writ many but received none. I 
humbly thank you for your great love and care toward me in that you 
have sought to know how it is with me. M.'. Eaton being here I have 
sent by him playnly and nakedly. How it is I hope he will acquaint 
you. For my owne part, I am weaker then ever I was and not able to 
doe anything, scarse to take my owne vitles when it is set by me. I' 
likewise have a very bad stomack, but the more because of my breding 
my stomach is very choyse and daynty, which causes me to suffer the 
more, my husband beeing not able nor at leasure to gitt mee what I 
would. Here is noe help to bee got, neither by neiborhood nor ser- 
vants, my husband beeing forst to doe all both for himselfe and mee, 
which is great hindrance and loss. I entreat you, good Unkell, con- 
seder my condition as it is and help me a litle with som of your cast 
off clothes, for I know not how to doe when the Lord plese to give me 
another litle one. For my husband's part, he dos doe what he can for 
me and I am sorry he should suffer soe much for mee, for he drinks water 
that I might drink beer, eats Indian that I might eat whete, and fares 
hard & works hard that I might not suffer ; but you may conseder 
partly his condition that he cannot doe as he would. For my owne 
part, I prayse God that hee hath provided such a comfortable helpe for 
me that is willing to suffer soe unspekeable. I beseech the Lord to 
open your hart and the harts of all my freinds to consider mee, which 
I hope he hath. I with my husband have sent a letter of Atturny to 
my Grandfather concerning my right. I beseech you helpe me what 
you can, considering my extreme need. Remember mee to all my 
cozens. Remember my duty to my mother. I sent a letter to her ; I 
hope she hath received it. My husband remembers his duty to you. 
In haste I rest 

Your humble and dutyfull cozen, Martha Johana Lyon. 

Indorsed . " Cos : Lion." 

The writer was evidently under the impression that her mother was 
in New London, where she had gone to reside in the summer of 1 648, 
and where Hallett had secured a house-lot. But her inability to satisfy 
the Connecticut authorities of the legality of her marriage continued to 
make trouble for them, and early in 1649 Hallett was warned that an 
attempt was being made to procure a warrant of arrest against him on 
the charge of living with another man's wife. A summons to both par- 
ties to attend at Hartford and answer this accusation was actually issued, 
May 17, 1649; but by the intervention of John Winthrop, Jr., they had 
several months before quietly returned within the jurisdiction of New 
York, where Winthrop's influence with Stuyvesant secured them a kind 
reception. The following letters were written at this period : — 
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ELIZABETH HALLETT TO JOHN WINTHROP, JK. 

[No date; prob. Jan., 1648-9.] 

From abort) the Vessell. 
Sik, — My cosin being put back by weather desireth us to goe with 
him now, for if the winde be faire as he cometh back, he shall be loath 
to put in. Allso I am willing to see that place, being moved thereto by 
sumthing which I heard from a woman in this towne. I intreat you 
to pardon me that I have not come to you to manifest my thankefullnes 
and tender my service to yourself and my sister. The speedy going of 
my cosen prevented me therein, yet I shall ever remaine 

Yours in all unfained love and service, Elizabeth Hallet. 

I pray you remember my best respects to M? Lake. We have left 
your table bord and frame and bellowes-bords uppon the cowhouse, and 
the racke in the yard. 1 

ELIZABETH HALLETT TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. 

To Mr very loving freind, John Winthrop, Esquier, at his house at 

Pequit, d. 

Gren : this 12 of Feb., 1649, new stile. 
Loving Brother, — I acknowledg my self excedingly obliged unto 
you and therfore shall take this and all other opertunities to manifest 
my thankefullnes. I wrot 2 letters to you before, one by Richard 
Smith, — the other by my cosen Feke, 2 that miscarried with his bote. 
Through the marcy of God we are in health and peace at Greenewich. 
We have made a quiet end about the estate with M' Feke ; we have 
bought all his land and right in Greenwich. Y" Dutch Governour hath 
purchased all y c land along the cost, yet I understand y e person you 
spake to us to buy land for may have land inough of him on better 
termes than any other hath had. He would gladly see you. My hus- 
band and my self desire to tender our harty love and best respects to 
your self and my sister. Our love to Mf Lake, my cosens, and the 
neybours, and shall ever rest 

Your unfained loving sister, Elizabeth Hallet. 

Indorsed : " Cosen Hallett." 

1 Hallett's bill of sale to Winthrop, of his house and land at New London, for 
£ 10, is dated May 8, 1649, and was evidently forwarded from Greenwich. 

a Probably the " Toby Feakes " alluded to in one of Governor Eaton's letters 
and the " Tobias Feecx " who was sometime Sheriff of Flushing, Long Island, 
and who is stated to have married Capt. Daniel Patrick's daughter by his Dutch 
wife. 
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ELIZABETH HALLETT TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. 

Grenwich, this 6 of Agust, 1649. 
Deare Brother, — All the love and servis and thankefullnes I am 
able to express is, next unto God, dew unto your selfe as the instrument 
of my present well being. Hitherto we wanted an opertunitie to send 
to you. Now we can only saye we are thankefull, and that very breifly, 
becaus my letter is waited for. The Dutch Governour comends his love 
to you and wished my husband to send you word he would gladly see you 
and y' he hath a chamber at your servise. M p Bagster 1 tould my hus- 
band if you pleased to come to live ther you should have what land you 
pleas, and the conditions to your mind. The Dutch have bought all 
the land along the coast. The Governour hath showed us as much 
kiudnes as we could desire. I intreat you present my best respects 
with all thankes to my sister and M™ Lake, and all my cosens. My 
love to Kathrin and the neybours, and I remaine 

Your for ever obliged, Elizabeth Hallet. 

Indorsed: "M rs Hallett." 

WILLIAM HALLETT TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. 

Gkenwich, tliis of October, 1G50, 
"Wokshipfull Sir, — I received a letter from you by Goodman 
Gallope, wherein I find a further manifest of your love and care of us 
in inquiring after our condition. Through the mercy of God we are 
yet in health and peace. We hear that New Haven have propounded 
to our Governour to have Greenwich under them. We know not what 
is done as yet. I have sould my hous and land and intend in the Spring 
to remove nearer to Manhattaes. I received allso the things you writ 
of for the sale of our house, which I did not desire, that and much more 
being dew to you from us. I shall take it as a token of your love a 
free gift, and acknowledg my self further obliged to you, and doe har- 
tilie desire it may lie in my power to expres my love to you againe 
by doing service to you or yours. I am sorry you spake not with our 
Governour because he doth so much desire to see you. My wife and 
my self desire to remember our love to your self, as allso to M tm Win- 
throp, M"? s Lake, and your chilldren, and remaine 

Yours to my uttmost abillitie, William Hallett. 

1 George Baxter, one of the leaders of the English settlement on Long Island 
and sometime English Secretary to the Dutch Governor and Council. In Win- 
throp Papers, Part III. (5 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. i. pp. 368, 369), is a letter from 
him, dated " Manhataes Island, July 15, 1649," strongly urging John Winthrop, 
Jr., to settle on Long Island. To this letter William Hallett added a postscript 
to the same effect. 
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WILLIAM AND ELIZABETH HALLETT TO JOHN WINTHKOP, JR. 

Hbllgatt, this 10 of Januarie 1652, new stile. 
"Worthy Sie, — I received a letter from you by the Smith, of whos 
coming we were very glad, that we might more fully enquire of your 
health and prosperity, which we are forever bound to pray for and to 
promote to the utmost of our abillitie. We returned a letter back to 
you in September. The vessell did not stay nor putt in any wheir by 
the 'way, wherby our letter was not delivered, but returned to us againe. 
Our habitation is by the whirlpoole which the Duchmen call the Hell- 
gatt, where we have purchased a very good farme through the Gover- 
nor's menes, that had foine housing and 12 acres of ploughed land 
fenced in, and good meadow and other land sufitient for our use. The 
Lord hath bin very bountifull to us, beyond our thoughts, so that we 
live very comfortably according to our ranke. In the Spring the 
Indians killed 4 Duchmen near to our hous, which made us thiuke 
to have removed to sum towne for refuge, and through God's mercy 
every plantation was willing to receive us, which they expressed by 
wrighting us to dwell with them. Yet now the Indians are quiett and 
we think not yet to remove. We make bould, both in one letter, to 
present our love and servis to your self, M r ? Winthrop, and your chill- 
dren, and remain 

Your truly loving cosens, William and Elizabeth Hallet. 

The foregoing is the last of the Hallett letters. William Hallett 
became a person of some influence on Long Island, was deputy from 
Flushing in 1664, and is known to have been living at Newtown, 
near Hell Gate, as late as 1686, when he is believed to have had two 
sons, William and Samuel. When his wife died has not been ascer- 
tained, bat it is to be feared that in later life she experienced a recur- 
rence of domestic infelicity, as, under date of June 5, 1674, there is on 
record a petition of William Hallett to the Dutch Governor and Coun- 
cil, praying that the deed of separation between him and his wife might 
be annulled, as he was unable to pay her the promised £15 per annum ; 
whereupon it was ordered that all possible efforts to reconcile the par- 
ties be made by the deputies of Flushing and Middleburgh (Newtown). 1 
As Elizabeth Feke-Hailett would then have been quite an elderly lady, 
this might have been a second wife of her husband. 3 

To revert to Mrs. Thomas Lyon, the three following letters from her 
are in three different hands, showing that, either as the result of her 

i N. Y. Col. Docs., vol. ii. p. 717. 

2 In Mead's " History of Greenwich " (New York, 1857) Mrs. Feke is errone- 
ously represented to have become the second wife of the well-known Capt. John 
Underhill. 
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ill-health, or because she was not an accomplished penwoman, she was 
in the habit of dictating her communications to her husband or to some 
friend. 

MARTHA JOHANNA LYON TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. 

To the Worp 1 } Mr verie lovinge Unhell, M r John Wintrop, at Peiquit, 

give this I pray. 

Stamford, dated this Second of September, 1649. 

Eight worthy Unkell, — My dutie & love iu all humbell man- 
ner remembred to you & my deere & lovinge Ante, with my hartey 
thanks to God & you for all your former love & kindenes shed to 
mee. This is to certifie you of the late greate deliverance God hath 
shewed mee throughe his free love iu Christ Jesus in giveinge me a 
comfortabell deliverance of a dafter, w ch is a hopefull child & likely to 
live ; l & my selfe is well up agayne, thanks bee given to God in & 
throughe Crist Jesus for it. I am forced to put it oute to nurse by 
reson of my infirmitie & because helpe is not tcbee had, soe that my 
husband is at greate charges for the nursinge of it, yett for my comfort 
& for the good of the child my husband is willing to do the uttermost 
that hee is abell. Nowe concerninge y e linnen w ch my Ante was pleased 
to bestowe uppon mee, I have greate need of them & was put to a 
greate straight because I did trust to them & was fayne to borrowe, 
& if nowe shee could send them to mee shee would doe mee a greate 
plesure & I should bee verie thankefull for them. Concerninge my 
husband's carridge to mee I have noe cause to complayne, but rather to 
bless God that hath given him a hart to goe throughe soe many trubells 
with soe muche patience ; for hee is verie lovinge & kinde to mee & 
tender over mee, soe that I wante for nothinge that lieth in his power. 
Aud soe with my humbell dutie to your selfe & my Ante & y° rest of my 
cussens & my love to M ,m Lake & to your sarvant Katterine, I rest 

Your humbell and dutifull Neece, Martha Johnna Lyon. 

My husband alsoe remembreth his dutie & sarvice to your selfe & my 
Ante & y" children, & love to y e rest. 

Indorsed : " Cosen Martha Lion, before winter '49." 

MARTHA JOHANNA LYON TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. 

To the Wrpf.' $ her much hon r ed Uncle, M" John Winthrop, at Pequod 
these, I pray, eWT 

Stamford, this 11 month 23. 1649. 
[Jan 23, 1650.J 

Worthy Sir & my deare Uncle, — My humble service unto 
you p'sented, and to my Ant. These are to acknowledge vr*- many 

1 This was her second child ; but the first one does not seem to have long sur- 
vived its birth. 
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thanks yo r great kindnes unto me, & yo' carefull provision for my 
little daughter w ch God hath given me, now about halfe yeare old. 
We call her name Mary. She is well in health (through mercy) & 
a thriving child for one bread up without the breast, as this hath been. 
My husband and I are in good health. For myselfe I am very haile in 
body, saving that my weaknes in my limbs abides with me ; but it in- 
creased not, so far as I find, w oh is a great mercy. I have received 
the things you sent by Richard Smith (w'. h a letter) according to what 
was expressed in it. I thank you & my Aunt for it againe, it being 
so usefull & sutable for the answering my need of such things, — 
desiring also to take notice of God's good providence towards me, in so 
stirring up yo r heart to do as you have done for me. I had of my 
grandfather some white copperas, which I found very good for my sore, 
as drying up the humors flowing from it ; but now it is allmost gone 
& I know not how to get a supply in these parts. I humbly intreat 
you, if you can, to get & send me some of it, or any thing else that 
you know of that may be good for me in that respect. Thus w' h my 
love remembred to M? Lake & to my Cosen Fitts, & my Cosen 
Betty. My husband also desires to have his service remembred unto 
yo r selfe & my Ant, thanking you for yo' kindnes. And so I humbly 
take leave & rest 

Yo r poore & unworthy kinswoman, Martha Joana Lyon. 

MARTHA JOHANNA LYON TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. 

To her loving and kinde Uncle, Mr John Winthrop, liveing at Pequot, 

this dd. 
From Stamford, the 17 Febua., 1650 [1651]. 

Most loving and kind Uncle and Aunt, — My kind love re- 
membred to you and allso to my Cozens and the rest of my freinds, 
hoping you are in good health &c. I haveing an opertunyty thought 
it good to send you these few lynes, only to aquaint you that thorrow 
mercy I am in good helth and my child allso. I would intreat you to 
send me some white Copperous and red lead, and what may bee fit for 
sarve, for I yet remaine as I were and have need of som and know not 
what to doe for som. My mother's is all spent. I pray you to do what 
you can, because of my owne pertickqueler neede of it. My mother is 
well, and removing farther off from mee. I wrot to you before this. I 
know not whether you received my letter or not. I desier to heere 
from you. I had thought to have seene you here before this. My 
husband remembers his love kindly to you with the rest. Thus desier- 
ing to heere from you, with thankfullness for all your former kindneses, 
time being short (the bearer stands, I pray pardon my defects) leaving 
you to the protection of the Allmighty, I rest, remaining 

Your dutyfull and obedient kinswoman, Martha Johana Lyon. 
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The foregoing is the last of Martha Johanna Lyon's letters, and at 
the date of it she had not completed her twenty-first year. No further 
reference to her has been found in any Winthrop manuscripts now in 
existence, and it is believed that she died before 1654, in which year, if 
not earlier, her husband removed to the adjoining township of Fairfield, 
where he married a second time and eventually became a Quaker, his 
religious opinions bringing him into conflict with the local authorities, 
and his refusal to comply with the law subjecting him to heavy fines, 
as shown by the following letter from his second wife, whose family 
name has not been ascertained : — 



MARY LYON TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. 

Faierfeild, Juen the 22, 1668. 
Honerd Sir, — My husband being from home, I am bould to 
present you with my present greivance. We have seven children, fouer 
of them small. 1 Last year they took away an ox for half a year. Senc 
they fined us six pound moer, and for that have sould the greater part of 
our home lot. Now, honered Sir, I have noe man but your se!fe, whom 
God hath impowred to redres this great opreshern. My husband can 
not act againes his conscience. They are resolved in theyer way. Thus 
hoping you will consider my distres, I rest 

Youer pooer servant to command, Mart Lion. 

Indorsed : " Mary Lion sen', ree'd June 23, 1668." 

Here follow two letters from Lyon himself, written a few weeks 
later : — 

THOMAS LYON TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. 

To the Worshipfutt M r John Winthrop, Governer of Gonecticot Goleny, 
Living at Harford, this deliver. 

Fairfield, June, 1668. 
Loving Uncle, — I having much ocasions from whome this Spring 
and now coming whome finding my daughter Mary in a sad condition, 
notwithstanding all meanes wee cann use here, could not but use menes 
for her coming to you, questioning not but you will doe your best for 
her, tho I had rather shee had com to you in a better condition. But 
seeing God's providence hes soe ordered it, I would intreat you to doe 
what you cann for her comfort and helth. Thomas Scidmore hes 
promised mee to bring her up to you, soe I shall leve her with you, 
you knowing better what to do than I direct. I would a comd by my 
selfe with her, but my necesity and ocations is such that I could not. 

i This doubtless includes Lyon's daughter by his first marriage. 
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You know in part my condition, which God of his grace has cald mee 
to, blessed be His name, and how I am delt with for it. God in his 
time, tho man be silant, will find a way to deliver. Sir, I desier the 
Lord to give mee patience and you wisdom in this the day of the Lord, 
before his deecree com forth.' Loving uncle, I would intreat you to be 
mindfull of mee concerning those things I spake to you about, concern- 
ing my books. My goods is taken, my land divided, yett the Lord is 
my portion for ever, blessed be His name ! Soe at present I shall rest, 
with my humble dutyfull respects to you remembred, hoping you will 
doe what you cann for mee and my daughter. I would intreat you to 
lett mee heere from you. 

Your kinsman, Thomas Lyon. 

Indorsed : " Tho. Lion. rec. June 23, 1668." The seal has the initials T. L. in 
a monogram. 



THOMAS LYON TO JOHN WINTHEOP, JR. 

For the Governor, M r John Winthrop, at Harford, this dd. 

From Faiefeild, this 15 July, 1668. 
Loving Uncle, — My humble respects to you remembred. I 
could not omit to writ two or three lines to you in as much as I under- 
stand by Goodman Scidmore his wife, and divers others, the greate 
ofence both you and your wife tooke and soe troubled that I should 
send my daughter up to you soe menely in aparell, which was a dis- 
credit to you, as is reported, and you was ashamed (as I heare) to lett 
her goe to Meeting beefore shee were new aparelled. I could a desiered 
you had rather sent to mee about it than such a clamor should a been 
made to cause my wife such troubl in her sperit, knowing her selfe to 
have discharged a good consiance towards her, and I knowing the same. 
I hope you will wisely consider of things as they are and how the case 
stands with mee, — whether it were convenient for mee to make such 
a differance in my famely, if I could, when my wife makes none. And, 
allsoe, about the letter you sent to mee, I could a been sattisfied if the 
towne had not knowne of it and I think it would a been better ; but I 
desier to submitt. I have sent the token you sent to Mary to her, it 
ever being intended her. I am in hast at this time and in trouble of 
mind. I pray you beare with mee if I have mist it anywhere. Roe 
with my love to Mary remembred, who may informe you fuller, in hast 
I rest 

Yours for what I may, Thomas Lton. 

The foregoing is the last of the writer's letters; but it does not 
follow that there were no others, as the existing collection of Winthrop 

3 
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Papers is essentially fragmentary, many of them having disappeared 
altogether, and others having crumbled to pieces. The latest mention 
of him which they have been thus far found to contain is in a letter 
from the venerable William Coddington, who, under date of June 29, 
1672, writes John Winthrop, Jr., that he acquits him of all share 
in the severities practised towards Quakers, but he points out that 
" some of our friends about Rye or Greenage have had some of 
their goods taken away because they could not goe to heare those 
teache which they knew was not sent of God. . . . Thomas Lyon 
being one, with some others." It will be noted that Lyon does not 
seem to have adopted the familiar " thee " and " thou " of the Society 
of Friends, and that, with the indifference to orthography then pre- 
vailing, he signs his name both " Lion " and "Lyon." In 1676 he is 
recorded to have purchased 300 acres of land on Byram Point (some- 
times called Byram Neck) in the town of Greenwich, where his widow 
was residing in 1701. His estate was settled Nov. 4, 1691, his death 
having occurred not long before. In his will, dated Dec. 6, 1 689, he 
mentions his wife Mary, his sons John, Thomas, Samuel, and Joseph, 
and his daughters Mary, Abigail, Elizabeth, Sarah, and Deborah. 1 

Mary Lyon, the only child of his first marriage, married (1) Joseph 
Stedwell, of Rye, and (2) John Wilson, of Bedford, afterward of Rye. 
A number of years after her father's death, Mrs. Wilson addressed the 
following letters to Fitz-John Winthrop : — 



MABY WILSON TO FITZ-JOHN WINTHROP. 

[Cover and date torn off; probably spring of 1698.] 
Honnered Sir, — I have made bould to let you understand how I 
have been wronged. Sir, be plesed to know that the Indians, about the 
year 1640, gave a parsal of land to my grandmother, M rs Elizibeth 
Fike, as by Grenwhich record may appear. My grandmother gave it 
to my mother, Martha Johana Wintrop, to her and the heirs of her 
body, but my father, haveing got the writing in his hand, — and my 
mother was dead, my father haveing many children by a second wife, — 
and some persons in Grenwhich had the land which was my mother's 
in posesion, — my father tooke thre hundred acres of land in another 
plase and it was recorded to him free and not on the acount of ex- 
change. And my father, haveing reseved such a heavy bribe, always 
kept the deed of gift from me and I cannot lern that it hath been re- 
corded in any publick Record ; and the deed is now in the hand of such 
as I think I can prove have declared they had it in ther posesion very 

1 For these later particulars of Thomas Lyon I am indebted to his descend- 
ant Irving W. Lyon, M.D., of Hartford. 
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latly. I am sory that I have ocation to reflect on the person from 
whome I had my being, but the truth could not be declared without it, 
and I would intreat your asistans by your counsell or ani other lawfull 
way wherby I may, if it be posible, recover my right. I rest 

Your kinswoman, Mary Willson. 

Indorsed by Fitz-John Winthrop : " M rs Willson, the daughter of M r Lyon. 
These to be looked over. The men in possession of her right at Grenwich are 
John Medes, Kobert Husted, & James Ferris, &c." 

JOHN AND MARY WILSON TO FITZ-JOHN WINTHROP. 

For the Honoured Governor Wintrup of Coneticut, deliver with care, 

Ipray. 

Bedford, Octob* 4 l . h , 1698. 
Most Honoured Scr, — We have troubled your Honour with a 
few lines to enforme your Honour that we ear in good helth at this 
present writing. We have cause to bless God for it and we doe hope 
and desire that thes lines may find your Honoure in good helth. And, 
after our loving dutifull respects unto your Honour, we see caus to in- 
forme you that we have goten what writings & evediances we cann at 
presant, and have gotten, by Maiger Silick's order, a man to plead our 
case, Samuell Haise by name, and we desire your Honour to dew what 
you can for us, that Righteousness may take place. And we ear not 
willing to trouble you any more at presant, for the bairer hereof can 
fully enforme your Honour, and so we rest 

Your Honours humble servants, 

John Willson. 
Mary Willson. 

" Maiger Silick " was Major Jonathan Sellick, to whom Fitz-John 
Winthrop had referred Mrs. Willson's application. " M r Haise," the 
counsel employed, was Samuel Hayes, the younger, of Norwalk, from 
whom there are three letters to Fitz-John Winthrop on this subject in 
1699-1700. His handwriting is exceptionally difficult, but, so far as I 
have been able to decipher it, he made up his mind, after some hesita- 
tion and after consultation with Richard Edwards, that Mrs. Willson 
had a legal claim ; but he seems to have been uneasy lest her limited 
means should not enable her to pay his fees if unsuccessful. Litigation 
was still pending in 1701, when the widow of Thomas Lyon wrote 
Fitz-John Winthrop as follows : — 

MARY LYON TO FITZ-JOHN WINTHROP. 

Byram, DecembK the 21, 1701. 
Generall Winthrop & Hon'ed Govern 1 !, — I have presumed 
to trouble you with the perusall of these few lines in respect of the 
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trouble yoT kinswoman puts me and my children to, as also hearing 
that by her means you have received false reports ; as if I hadd not 
performed the duty of a mother to her and that my children hadd not 
acted as if she were a sister to them. But I doe asure y r Hon' that I 
have done for her as for any of my own daughters. And, concerning 
my children's showing respect to her, my eldest sonn gave her a good 
cow since her father's decease, and the rest of my sonns hath done 
more for her then for any other of their sisters. I shall forbeare to 
write every perticular that I and my sonns have done for y r kinswoman 
since my husband's decease, the which would amount to a great sum of 
money, but I can not forbeare to inform y' Hon? of the value of thirty 
pounds, at least, my husband gave to Joseph Stedwell by marriage of 
his daughter Mary, y r Hon r s kinswoman. I shall forbeare alsoe to 
inform y r Hon' of the many gross abuses & scandalizeing reports, which 
is spread here by her means amongst the neighbourhood, against her 
father whom in duty she ought to have honoured if she hadd expected 
the blessing of God to have prospered her designes, the which she is 
now carrying on in a very unjust manner ; and I doe hope y r Hon' will 
not countenance any such unjust actions. I would desire earnestly 
that y' Hon? would be pleased to send me word what reports itt is that 
you have heard concerning this matter, that thereby I might cleare my 
name amongst my neighbours. Not else from 

Y r Freind, Mart Lyon. 1 

Family quarrels over the division of property appear to have been 
as common in Puritan times as in our own, and this particular one is 
much more likely to have originated in some neglect of legal formal- 
ities on the part of Thomas Lyon than in any intentional unfairness to 
his eldest daughter. In the deed of Greenwich by Indian Sachems to 
Robert Feke and Daniel Patrick, a neck of land called Elizabeth's 
Neck was reserved to Mrs. Feke ; and in Thomas Lyon's second letter 
to Governor Winthrop the elder (April 14, 1648) he mentions that 
his wife, Martha Johanna, had long before received the gift of 300 acres 
of land in the same neighborhood from her step-father Feke and Daniel 
Patrick jointly. Mrs. Willson's claim must have been based upon one 
or other of these deeds ; and after having been twice worsted in the 
Connecticut Courts, she appealed to the General Assembly of Connec- 
ticut, and was awarded £50 damages in consideration of a final release. 2 

The Hon. Leverett Saltonstall read the copy of a letter 
which he had received from England, purporting to have been 

i This letter is in quite a different hand from the one of 1668, and was evi- 
dently dictated. 

3 Conn. Col. Eec, vol. iv. pp. 424, 530. 
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written in February, 1631-2, by Richard Saltonstall to Eman- 
uel Downing. As neither Sir Richard Saltonstall nor his son 
Richard was in New England at that time, doubts were ex- 
pressed as to the authenticity of the letter ; and conversational 
remarks on the subject were made by the President, Mr. R. C. 
Winthrop, Jr., the Hon. E. R. Hoar, Mr. Charles C. Smith, 
Mr. Justin Winsor, the Rev. Edmund F. Slapter, the Hon. 
Mellen Chamberlain, Mr. Edward Bangs, Mr. Henry W. 
Haynes, and Mr. A. C. Goodell, Jr. 

Dr. Samuel A. Green communicated some papers relat- 
ing to Capt. Thomas Lawrence's company, raised in Groton, 
Massachusetts, during the French and Indian war, 1758, and 
said : — 

These papers relate to a military company raised in Groton 
during the French and Indian War, and came into my pos- 
session several years ago. They were given to me by Gen. 
Albert Harleigh Hill, of Groton, Vermont, a great-grandson 
of Ephraim Wesson, who commanded the company after the 
death of Capt. Thomas Lawrence. The town of Groton, 
Vermont, was settled in part by families from Groton, Mas- 
sachusetts, and through these early settlers the name was 
carried into the Green Mountain country. Capt. Edmund 
Morse was married to Sally, a daughter of Captain Wesson ; 
and their daughter Sally was married to John Hill, the father 
of General Hill. Captain Morse was a native of the Mas- 
sachusetts town, and the earliest settler of the Vermont 
town, where, at the head of Wells River, he built the first 
saw-mill and grist-mill in the place. 1 In this way these 
manuscripts have come down from the middle of the last 
century. 

Some of the items in the inventories of the soldiers' effects 
seem strange, and suggest many contrasts ; but they throw 
glimpses of light into the dark corners of camp life during 
that period. In our times an officer roughing it on the fron- 
tiers would hardly have in his wardrobe a shirt ruffled at the 
wrists, and the soldiers would scarcely cany chocolate among 
their private stores. The tea and coffee of the commissary 
nowadays render needless even this nutritious article of drink. 

1 Miss Hemenway's " Vermont Historical Gazetteer," vol. iv. pp. 1146-1150. 
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The tump-line, also mentioned in the inventories, was a strap 
placed around the forehead to help a man support a burden 
carried on the back. It was in common use during the Rev- 
olutionary period, and still is among hunters and trappers on 
the frontiers. " To tump " means, " to drag along the body of 
a deer or other animal " ; and the word appears to have been 
borrowed from the Indians. See Hubbard's " Woods and 
Lakes of Maine " (page 107), for a wood-cut showing the 
way in which the tump-line is used. 

A short time after the retreat of the English from Ticon- 
deroga, in the summer of 1758, Colonel Nichols's Massachu- 
setts Regiment was waylaid, on July 20, at the Half-Way 
Brook, between Fort Edward and Lake George, and met with 
sore disaster. More than twenty soldiers were slain in the 
skirmish, and most of them scalped by the savage allies of the 
French. The Groton company suffered more severely than 
any other in the regiment. Their loss comprised Capt. Thomas 
Lawrence ; privates Abel Sawtell, Eleazer Ames, and Stephen 
Foster, all of Groton ; Corporal Nehemiah Gould, of Groton 
Gore (sometimes spoken of as Township No. 1, and now lying 
mostly in Mason, New Hampshire) ; and Sergeant Oliver 
Wright, and Private Simon Wheeler, both of Westford. Ser- 
geant Oliver Lakin, of Groton, and Private Joel Crosby, of 
Westford, were reported as missing, though one account says 
that Crosby was killed. It is known that Sergeant Lakin was 
taken prisoner during the action, and released from captivity 
the next year by paying a ransom. See " Groton during the 
Indian Wars" (pages 163-165) for a muster-roll of the 
company. 

An account of this fight is given in Lieut. Samuel Thomp- 
son's Diary, printed in the appendix to Sewall's History of 
Woburn (pages 547-558) ; and another account is found in 
Joseph Holt's Journal, printed in " The New England His- 
torical and Genealogical Register" (vol. x. pp. 307-310) for 
October, 1856. 

The following entry in regard to Sergeant Lakin appears in 
the Journal of the Massachusetts House of Representatives 
for Jan. 10, 1760 : — 

A Petition of Oliver Laken of Groton, in the County of Middlesex, 
shewing, that he was a Soldier in the Pay of the Province Anno 1758, 
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and was on the 20th Day of July the same Year, Captivated by the 
Indian Enemy, suffered many & great Hardships, and was obliged to 
borrow a Sum of Money to purchase his Freedom from Captivity ; he 
therefore prays he may be allowed the Sum of Money he borrowed ; 
also the Charges of his Passage home, and a further Allowance for his 
Loss of Time and Sufferings &c. (Page 153.) 



The answer is found two days later, in the Journal of Jan- 
uary 12, as follows : — 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of Oliver Lakin, 
Reported thereon. 

Read, and accepted in Part, viz. Resolved, That the Sum of eight 
Pounds, be allowed and paid out of the public Treasury to William 
Lawrence, Esq ; for the Use of the Petitioner, in full Consideration 
for his Services and Sufferings therein mentioned. 

Sent up for Concurrence. (Page 160.) 



In the same Journal, June 13, 1759, there is — 

A Petition of David Sartwell of Groton, in the County of Middlesex, 
setting forth, that his son Abel Sartwell, went forth in the Expedition 
against Canada the last Year ; that near Half- Way-Brook (so-called) 
he was in an Engagement with the Enemy, and killed ; that his Gun 
was then lost ; he therefore prays the Stoppage may be taken off, and 
the Treasurer be directed to allow him the three Pounds mentioned. 
(Page 40.) 



Copies of some of these manuscripts are here given : — 

Middlesex ss may y? 23* 1758 

Whereas Cap' Thomas Lawrance Informs me the Subscriber one of his 
majestys Justices of the peace for Said County that a Number of men 
belonging to his Company that have been Preswaded to Carry their 
own arms in the Present Expedition Disigned against Canada Disire 
that Some Suitable Persons may may [«'c] be appointed to apprize the 
Said arms I do therefore hearby appoint and Impower Cap' Benj! Ban- 
croft Lieu' Joseph Gillson & Lieut. William Nutting to apprize Such 
arms as belongs to the Said Lawrences Company at there Present true 
Value and to act faithfullyly [sj'c] and Impartially accordingly to their 
best of their Skill and Judgment 
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agreeable to the above Directions we the Subscribers Have vied 
[viewed] y? armes of the Severall Solldier hearafter Named and in our 
Judgment their Guns Respectively are worth the Sum Prefixed against 
Each mans Name 

Oliver Wright . . . . £1.10.0 

Benjamin Nutting . . . 1 . 10 . 

Daniel Gilson 

John Erwin Ju? 

Simon Wheeler 

Eleazer ames . 

Joel Crosby . 
a Coppy Simon Gilson 

Cap' Tho° Lawrence 

Stephen Kemp apprentice 
to Edmund Bancroft 

L! Eph™ Wesson . . 



£1. 
1 

1 

0, 
1 , 
1. 

1 , 
2. 
3. 



12, 
16. 
16. 
17. 



12.0 
0.0 
6.8 



8, 
16. 



Witness our hands 






Benj? Bancroft 

Joseph Gillson J apprisors &? 

William Nutting ) 

[Indorsed] 

midd* ss may 23? 1758 

then the within named Cap? Benji Bancroft Joseph Gillson & William 
Nutting appeared and made Sollom oath to act as within Directed 

before me William Lawrance 

Justice of peace 
A Coppy &° 

Daniel Gilson 
Moses Blood 
John Eruen Ju- 



Then we received Our Guns Bayonets and Slings for our Guns Out of 
the Province Stores by the hand of Thomas Lawrance Capt under 
Whose Command we be ; we say Received 

By us and acknowledge the Recept there of as Witness Our hands 



Wokcester May the 
26/1758 

Joseph Farwell Ju* 
Henry Woods 
Nehemirh Goold 
Oliver Lakin 
Oliver Parker 
Ephraim Severanc 



Nathanael Lakin 
Obadiah Perry 
Moses Gould 
Joseph Kemp 
Thomas Scott 
Oliver Shattuck 
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David Shattuck Nathaniel Parker 

t i ?l" /-ii ii- Joseph Hartwell 

John X Chamberlain William Parker 

mark *" luittui L ttL r^cx. 
His his 

Simeon X Nutting Simon X foster 

mark mark 

His his 

Simon X Lakin Stephen X foster 

mark mark 

John Nutting Oliver farnsworth. 



When you shall haue Rec* the Prouision for your men you are to 
Draw up your Company in The most Conuient Place Near the Meet- 
ing hous and Be Ready to march When the word is Giuen After you 
ar Embodied you ar to Make a Return of all Deserters spacifying the 
town in which they Dewll Likewise to Report the E[s]tate of your 
Company with Regard to Ammunition & Prouision &c : and you are 
hereby ordered not to suffer any To Stragel or Loiter Behind you are 
to Place a Number of men in the front Who haue Arms to Couer the 
others who haue no arms Ordering a Sufficence in the Rear that shall 
be able to answer the Like End and you are to see that the men Keep 
from hudling at any Riur Brook Fordway or Place Difficuts that we 
may meet with in our way to our Head Quarters you are orderd 
hereby to make a Report Euery Euening of the Estate of your Com- 
pany and to send an under officer to Receiue all Orders Immediatly 
when the Regiment shall be Orderd To Encamp and to se Puntablely 
obeyed all that shall Be giuen out from Time to Time that may 
Res[p]ect any of the Seruice you are not to suffer any of your men 
To march Before the aduance Guard nor to Loiter Behind the Rear 
unless Sickness or Lameness Preuent his Keeping up. You are to see 
that there is No fireing on the march or in Camp — 

I am Your Very Good Frend John Cuming 

To Cap*. Lawbance 

N: H: [Northampton] June 1? 1758 



July y« 24= 1758 

Halfway Brook then we who have under Neath Subscribed ware ap- 

pointid By order of Cor 1 ? Nichols to Apprise the things that Cap 1 

Thomas Larrance has Left and his men that was Kild in the fight a 

true Inventorey of the things that ware Dilivered to us all Appised in 

old tenor 

Itum his purs 15 = 11 — 

It one Noat 04=13—1 

It: one Noat 30—18 — 9 

4 
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It one pair of woolen 

Breatches - - - - 1 — 10 — 
It one Shirt Ruffiled at 

the Hands - - - - 3 = 00 — 
It one Shirt Not Ruffiled 2—05 — 
It one Wig at - - - 4 — 00 — 
It one pair of worsted 

Stocking - - - - — 18 — 
It one pair of Worsted 

Stocking ---. — 12 — 
It one pair of Shoos - 2 — 05 — 
It one Brass Ink pot - = 05 — 
It one pound and a half of 

Tobacko - - - - = 09 — 
It one Ribbond for a Tye — 05 — 
It one Shot moles and 

1 Lades 1 — 00 — 

It one Wooden Bottel at — 09 — 
It one tumpline Napsack 

Sleepers and Check - — 10 — 
It one Rasor - - - - — 05 — 



Daniel Fletcher N 
Leonard Spaulding 
Joseph Walker 



•Apprisors 



68=15 — 10 Total 



the things Belonging to Saj 1 Oliver Wright 
Itum his purs - - - 1=2=6 
IthisBooke- - - - 0= 5 — 
It one Coat - - - - 2=5 = 
It one pair of Druget 

Shirts 3 = 10 = 

It Indin Stocking and 

Socks 1— — 

It one pair of Breatches 2 — — 
It one pair of Shoos - — 15 — 
It one pair of Stockins — 10 — 
It one Box and Shoger 

and Chockalat - - — 10 — 
It one Rasor - - - — 5 — 



Daniel Fletcher N 
Leonard Spaulding 
Joseph Walker _, 



> Apprisors 



12- 



2 — 6 Total 
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the things Belonging to Saj! Oliver Laking 
Itum one Shirt at - - 1 — 10 — 
It one Lining Shirt at — 05 — 
It one pair of Lether 

Breatches - - - - 1 — 05 — 
It one wescott - - - — 10 — 
It one Tumpline and Belt — 05 — 
It one pair of Shoos - — 10 — 
It one Bottel and Napsack — 10 — 

4 — 15 — Total 
It one Blanket - - - 2—5 — 



Daniel Fletcher *\ 

Leonard Spaulding >Apprisors 

Joseph Walker J 



the things Belonging Corpril Nehemiah Goold 
Itum one jacket - - - 2=5 — 
It one Druget Shirt at 1 — — 
It one pair of Stockins — 12 — 
It one Cap and hanker- 

cheif — 05 — 

It one pair of Shoos and 

Buckels - - - - 0—12—0 
It one pound of Sope - — 10 — 
It two Napsacks footings — 10 — 
It one pair of Specks - — 07 — 6 



Daniel Fletcher "\ 

Leonard Spaulding >Apprisors 

Joseph Walker J 



It one pound of tobacko 



6= 2 — 6 Total 
— 10—0 



the things that Belong to Elea[z]er Eames 
Itum one Shirt - - - 1 — 10 — 
It one Coat at - - - — 10 — 
It one pair of Lether 

Breatches - - - - 1 — 10 — 
It one pair of Shoos and 

Buckels .... 1—00 — 
It one jacket and Cap 

at — 10 — 

It two pair of Stocking 

and Stocks and Napsack 

and tumpline at- - 1 — — 
It one pound of Shuger — 8 — 

6— 8 — Total 



Daniel Fletcher ^ 

Leonard Spaulding >Apprisors 

Joseph Walker J 
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the things that Belonged to Simon Wheeler 



Itum one Coat at - - 2 — 10 — 






It one Cotten Shirt at 1 — 10 — 






It one pair of Indin Stock- 
ins 0—18 — 






It one Knife and gim- 

blet — 07 — 

It one Rasor - - - — 5 — 
It one pair of trousers 


Daniel Fletcher "j 
Leonard Spaulding 
Joseph Walker j 


> Apprisors 


and Hankercheif - — 15 — 






It half a pound of tobacko 






and Bottel - - - = 05 — 






It one Napsack and hatch — 10 — 


fotal 




7_ o — 1 ] 




the things that Belong to Able Sartwell 
Itum one Coat - - - 3 — — 




It one Druget Shirt - 1 — 10 — 






It one pair of Stock- 


Daniel Fletcher 


1 


ing 0—10 — 

It one pair of Leather 

Breatches - - - - — 15 — 


Leonard Spaulding 
Joseph Walker A 


> Apprisors 


It one tumpline Cap and 

Hankercheef - - - — 15 — 


rotal 




6 = 10 — 0^ 





the things that Belong to Joel Crosbee 
Itum his purs - - 11=5 — 
It one Coat - - - -1—5 — 
It one pair of Breatches 1 — 15 — 
It one Druget Shirt - 1 — 10 — 
It one pair of Indin Stocks — 15 — 
It one Cap .... — 04 — 
It one pair of footing & 

Stocking - - - - 0—15 — 
It half a pound of Choco- 
late — 05 — 

It one pair tow Breiches 

and tumpline & - - — 07 — 

18 = 2 — Total 
2 — 5 — 



Daniel Fletcher "| 

Leonard Spaulding I Apprisors 

Joseph Walker j 
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the things that Belong to Stephen Foster 

Itum one grate Coate at 3 — — Daniel Fletcher 

It one Druget Shirt - 1 — 2 — 6 






It one Jacket at - - 
It one Blanket - - 



1_5_0 
2 — 5 — 



Leonard Spaulding V Apprisors 
Joseph Walker J 



: 12 = 6 Total 



Things Belonging to Leonard parker 

0[ld] Tenor 
Impr T° One pare of 

pumps - - - - - £2:5:0 
Im To 1 pare of Blew 

Hose 0:6:0 

Im. To 1 pare of Lether 

Breaches - - - - 0:6:0 
Im : To 1 Blew Jaccut - 1:2:6 
Im : To a Flowered Jaccut 0:4:0 
Im : a Bulet pouch - - : 4=6 
Im To a powder Horn - 0:5:0 
Im To a Tump Line - 0:9:0 
Im To a Cotton hankerchief 1:6 
Im To a Snap Sack - - 0:4:0. 

Total 5:7:6 



John Clapham Cp' 

Henry Woods En? Apprisors 

David Fletcher 



Groton Apriel y? 18 : 1759 Reciued of Eph m Wesson one Doler in 
part of an Inuantory taken at half way brook of my brother Joel Cros- 
bys affects I say Reciued by me Robert Crosby 



Groton August y? 6: 1759 Reciued of Ephraim Wesson thirteen 
pounds twelue Shilings old tenor in part of an Invantary taken at the 
halfway brook of my brother Joel Crosbeys Cloaths I say Reciued by 
me Robert Crosbt 



Groton apriel y e 19* 1759 Reciued of Cap^ Eph™ Wesson Seuen 
pound twelue Shilings and Six pence old tenor in full of an Inuontary 
taken at the halfway brook of the things belonging to my Late hus- 
band Stephen Foster Deseast per me 



her 



Sarah -f- Foster 

mark 
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Groton may y? 5 th 1759 

Reciued of Capt. Ephraim Wesson Seuen pounds old tenor in full of an 

Inuantory taken at the halfway brook of my son Oliuer Lakins CJoaths 

I Say Reciued by me „™, . b " T 

J J meeiam m Lakin. 



Groton May y? 15 : 1759 

Reciued of Capt Ephraim Wesson Seuen pounds Seuen Shilings old 
tenor in full of an Inuentary taken at the halfway-brook of the things 
belonging to my Late husband Nehemiah Goold Desast by me 

Esther Goold. 

Capt. Thomas Lawrence was a son of Thomas and Prudence 
Lawrence, and born at Groton, on Sept. 3, 1720. According 
to tradition he was a man of great size and strength. 

Sergeant Oliver Lakin was a son of William and Miriam 
Lakin, and born at Groton, on Feb. 24, 1733-4. 

Corporal Nehemiah Gould was married to Esther Bowers at 
Groton, on Nov. 1, 1737. 

Eleazer Ames was a son of John and Elizabeth Ames, and 
born at Groton, on April 3, 1736. His grandfather, John 
Ames, was killed by the Indians at the gate of his own 
house, on July 9, 1724. 

Stephen Foster was married to Sarah Blood at Groton, on 
August 5, 1748. 

Leonard Parker, who does not appear to have been killed 
in this action, and may have belonged to another Company, 
was a son of Phinehas and Abigail Parker, and born at 
Groton, on June 3, 1718. 

Abel Sawtell — as the name is usually spelled — was a son 
of David and Elizabeth Sawtell, and born at Groton, on Jan. 
23, 1739-40. 

Capt. Ephraim Wesson was a brother of Nathan Weston, 
the ancestor on his mother's side of the Hon. Melville Weston 
Fuller, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

Among these papers is a printed broadside, which gives the 
amount of pay allowed the officers and enlisted men, in the 
different grades of service at that period, as follows : — 
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Province of the JHasaacfiusett^Bag. 

ESTABLISHMENT of the Forces on the intended Expedition 
against Canada. 
To each able-bodied effective Man, who shall voluntarily inlist before 
the Xbth Day of April next, Thirty Shillings, and upon his passing 
Muster, shall receive a good Blanket, and Fifty Shillings more for fur- 
nishing himself with Cloaths. 

£. s. d. 

To each Colonel of a Regiment o/lOOO Men, -20 per Month. 

To one Lieutenant- Colonel for such Regiment, 16 13 4 ditto. 

To one Major for such Regiment, ----13 68 ditto. 

For a Captain of 100 Men, including Officers, 8 ditto. 

For two Lieutenants for such Company, each, - 5 ditto. 

For one Ensign for ditto, - 3 100 ditto. 

For one Chaplain to each Regiment, - - - - 8 ditto. 

For one Adjutant to each Regiment, - - - - 4 ditto. 

For one Chirurgeon to each Regiment, - - - 10 ditto. 

For one Chirurgeon 's Mate to ditto, .... 5 68 ditto. 

For each Serjeant, ...-2 31 ditto. 

For each Corporal, -1187 ditto. 

For each Drummer, 1187 ditto. 

For each private Centinel, -------1 160 ditto. 

And. That there be allowed for enlisting the several Soldiers for said 
Expedition Two Shillings each, to be paid to the Persons who 
shall inlist the same. 

Boston, March 17. 1758. Attest. 

Thds Clarke, Dept'y Secr'y. 
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" The Boston-Gazette, and Country Journal," August 14, 
1758, gives an account of the engagement which contains some 
details not found elsewhere, as follows : — 

The following Particulars may he depended on, of the Skirmish between 
a Party of Col. Nichols's Regiment and the Enemy, near Half-way- 
Brook. 

Stockade, at Half-Way-Brook, July 20. 1758. 

Last Evening we sent ten Men to escorte a Post to the Lake, and as 
they were returning early the next Morning they met an Indian within 
I of a Mile of the Advance-Guard of the Lake, who said he belonged to 
General Johnson — he was destitute of Arms and Ammunition, but 
said he was going to the Lake after his Powder-Horn and his Gun, he 
had left at the Stockade Fort there, and so he passed them : Our Peo- 
ple had not travell'd three Miles before this Indian overtook them, hav- 
ing his Powder-Horn, and would fain have passed them, but they 
travelling very fast kept him Company till they came within a Mile 
and £ of this Stockade, where lay in Ambush near 50 of the Enemy, 
who cahoop'd, at which the Indian sprung out of the Road towards 
the Enemy, and cahoop'd likewise, then the Enemy fired upon them ; 
all which was done in an Instant : All these unhappy Men fell into the 
Hands of the Enemy, except one, who was reliev'd by a Party consist- 
ing of near 100, which was sent out immediately at the Hearing of the 
Guns ; two Indians who were pursuing the Soldier, fled back near the 
Place where the Ambush was, where lay a large Body of the Enemy 
in a curve Live, with a great Advantage of Ground, which they arose 
from and fir'd, which was well answer'd from our Front ; the Enemy 
being very numerous attempted to flank us, but a second Party being 
sent out covered a Retreat, and prevented their Design : However 
artfully they laid their Scheme, it appears from several Circumstances 
plain, that the Enemy had a Design to keep us in play, till they could 
cut us off from Fort Edward, which if they had, the parties posted be- 
tween the Fort and the Lake must have been cut off and destroyed,* as 
the Enemy did consist of Eleven or Twelve Hundred. — By the great 
Marks they left behind them where the main Body lay, we have Rea- 
son to belive that we kill'd and wounded a considerable Number of the 
Enemy, by the Number of Poles cut and hew'd for Beirs ; they left of 
Peas, Pork, Indian-Meal, a considerable Quantity on the Ground, as 
also Spears, Poles, Packs and Blankets : They march'd off in 5 Paths 
or Columns towards South-Bay, all which was discover'd by Major 
Gage and his Party. — Among our Slain are several brave and worthy 
Officers, and the others narrowly escaped, who also behaved well. 

* Col. Nichols's Regiment is posted at different Places between Fort Edward and 
the Lake. 
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A List of the Killed and Missing of the above Party. 

Of Capt. Dakin's Company. 
Killed. Capt. Samuel Dakin, Lieut. Samuel Curtis. 
Missing. Wm. Grout, Jona. Patterson, Nath. Molton, all of Sudbury. 

Of Capt. Jones's Company. 

Killed. Capt. Samuel Jones of "Wilmington, Lieut. Simon Godfrey of 

Billerica, Moses Hagget of Andover wounded and since dead. 

Of Capt. Lawrence's Company. 

Killed. Capt. Thomas Lawrence of Groton, Serjeant Wright and 
Simeon Wheeler of Westford. Corporal Gold of No. 1. Able Satel, 
Stephen Foster and Ebenezer [Eleazer] Eames of Groton. 

Missing. Serj. Oliver Larkiu of Groton, Joel Crosby of Westford. 

Of Capt. Foster's Company. 
Killed. Ensign Daniel Davis of Methuen, and Abraham Harden of 
Pembroke. 

Of Capt. Fletcher's Company. 

Killed. Serjeant Russel of Concord. 

Missing. John Batman of Concord, Abner Keys and Wm. Eaton of 
Billerica. 

Of Capt. Poor's Company. 

Killed. David Payson of Rowley. 
Missing. Caleb Kimball of Rowley. 

Of Capt. Fail's Company. 
Missing. Isaac Little of Dedham. 

Of Capt. Fay's Company. 

Missing. Corporal Joshua Newton of Southborough. John Ervine 
and Wm. Coggin slightly wounded. 

[As Capt. Fales is not mention'd in the above List among the Killed, 
it is suppos'd the Report of it as mention'd in our Paper was a 
Mistake.] 

Mr. William S. Appleton then presented the following 
communication : — 

In April, 1889, I had an opportunity to see a memorial of 
Columbus which I think must be almost unknown in this 
country. It is certainly not mentioned by President James G. 
Wilson, in his annual address before the New York Genealog- 
ical and Biographical Society, Jan. 13, 1888, on the "Memo- 
rials and Footprints of Columbus." I was walking in the prin- 

5 
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cipal street of Pavia on a Sunday morning, when I saw at a small 
book-stall the name " Colombo " on a pamphlet, which I bought 
for twelve cents. The translated title is, as nearly as possible, 
" On the Monument erected in the University of the Ticino to 
Christopher Columbus. A Souvenir." The authorities of this 
University at Pavia consider that there is sufficient evidence 
that Columbus studied there for a short time, as is stated by 
Irving, and on June 4, 1882, dedicated a memorial tablet to 
him in one of the courts of the building. Of course I visited 
it, and found it a simple but appropriate memorial. The whole 
subscription list amounts to only about six hundred dollars. I 
did not see any photograph of it. 

I wish at this time also to call attention to a portrait of 
Washington, of which I find no mention anywhere. It is in 
the museum in the historic chateau of Blois, and seemed to me 
to be by Charles Wilson Peale. It is said to have come from 
the chateau of Chaumont, and I need not say with what pleas- 
ure I should read Franklin's account of its arrival and pres- 
entation. I do not think, however, that there is the slightest 
reference to such portrait in any letter of Franklin. Mr. Win- 
sor, who does not mention this picture in his chapter on the 
portraits of Washington in the " Narrative and Critical His- 
tory of America," tells me that he remembers seeing it at 
Chaumont more than thirty years ago, but that it had entirely 
passed from his recollection till reminded of it by my question. 

I wish also to put on record a fact omitted in the excellent 
memoir of Dr. Lothrop by Dr. Peabody. Dr. Lothrop was for 
many years — I think not less than forty — the Chaplain of 
the Independent Corps of Cadets. His duties were not heavy, 
consisting principally in attendance at the annual dinner, at 
which his short opening prayer and his after-dinner speech 
were among the best and most interesting features. I hardly 
need say that the members of the Corps both respected and 
admired him, and the good Chaplain mightily enjoyed every 
occasion. I well remember the roars of laughter with which 
he used to receive the comic speeches and songs of the evening. 
I think he considered a chaplaincy of militia to be a manifest 
opportunity for a minister of the Church Militant. 

Mr. Henry W. Haynes communicated some notes which 
he had made with reference to Indian hemp, and to the dis- 
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crepancies in the accounts given by early writers of the manner 
in which the Indian tomahawk was used. 

Indian Hemp. 

In Mourt's Relation, under date Dec. 18, 1620, we are told : 
" Many kinds of herbs we found here in winter, as strawberry 
leaves innumerable . . . and an excellent strong kind of flax 
and hemp." To this Dr. Young appends in his edition this 
note (p. 166) : — 

" The Indian hemp (Apocynwm cannabinum)" and quotes in 
corroboration of the statement passages from Wood, Capt. 
John Smith, and Morton, which I propose to examine more 
fully, The plant, whose botanical name he gives, is popularly 
known as dogbane. 

Kalm ( Travels in North America, vol. ii. p. 131) says : " Apocy- 
num cannabinum was by the Swedes called Hemp of the Indi- 
ans, and grew plentifully in old corn-grounds, in woods, on 
hills, and in high glades. The Swedes have given it the name 
of Indian hemp, because the Indians formerly, and even now 
(1749), apply it to the same purposes as the Europeans do 
hemp ; for the stalk may be divided into filaments, and is 
easily prepared. When the Indians were settled among the 
Swedes, in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, they made -ropes of 
this Apocynum, which the Swedes bought and employed them 
as bridles and for nets. These ropes were stronger, and kept 
longer in water than such as were made of common hemp. 
. . . The Indians likewise made several other stuffs of their 
hemp. On my journey through the country of the Iroquese I 
saw the women employed in manufacturing this hemp. They 
made use neither of spinning-wheels or distaffs, but rolled the 
filaments upon their bare thighs, and made thread and strings 
of them, which they dyed red, yellow, black, etc., and after- 
wards worked them into stuffs with a great deal of ingenuity. 
. . . Sometimes the fishing-tackle of the Indians consists 
entirely of this hemp." 

Capt. John Smith, Description of New England, p. 29 (Ar- 
ber's reprint, p. 206), says : " The hearbes and fruits are of 
many sorts and kindes ... a kinde or two of flax, where- 
with they make nets, lines and ropes both small and great, 
verie strong for their quantities." In his -Map of Virginia, p. 23 
(Arber's reprint, p. 69), he says : " Betwixt their hands and 
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thighes their women use to spin the barks of trees, deare 
sinews, or a kind of grass they call Pemmenaw ; of these they 
make a thred very even and readily. This thred serveth for 
many uses, as about their housing, apparell ; as also they make 
nets for fishing, for the quantity as formally braded as ours. 
They make also with it lines for angles." 

William Wood, New England's Prospect, book i. chap. v. 
(Prince Soc. ed., p. 15), says : " This land likewise affoards 
hempe and flax, some naturally, and some planted by the 
English." 

Thomas Morton, New English Canaan, book ii. chap. ii. 
(Prince Soc.ed.,p. 187), says : " There is hempe, that naturally 
groweth, finer then our hempe of England." Mr. C. F. Adams 
takes exception to this statement, but without sufficient reason, 
as it is abundantly corroborated. Cf. postea, chap. v. (p. 202). 

In Brereton's account of Gosnold's voyage (3 Mass. Hist. 
Coll., vol. viii. p. 91), we find : " We had also of their flax, 
wherewith they make many strings and cords " ; (p. 96) " the 
ground bringeth forth without industry hemp." 

In Thomas Wiggin's letter (in the same volume, p. 322) it is 
stated : " As good hempe and fflax as in any part of the world 
growes there natural^." 

Daniel «Gookin, Historical Collections of the Indians of New 
England (1674), chap. iii. sect, 6 (Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. i. 
p. 151), speaks of "others [of their baskets] of a kind of wild 
hemp." 

T. Campanius Holm, Description of New Sweden (Mem. Hist. 
Soc. of Penn., vol. iii. part i. p. 130), says : " The women spin 
thread and yarn out of nettles, hemp, and some plants un- 
known to us." 

J. Adair, History of the American Indians (London, 1775, 
p. 422), says : " They have a wild hemp that grows about six 
feet high in open, rich, level lands, and which usually ripens 
in July ; it is plenty on our frontier settlements. When it is 
fit for use, they pull, steep, peel, and beat it, and the old 
women spin it off the distaffs." 

Tfie "self-sown Wheat" of the Norse Sagas. 

Prof. Gustav Storm, Studies on the Vineland Sagas (Mem. 
de la Soc. Roy. des Antiq. du Nord, 1888, p. 356), has 
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suggested, on the authority of Professor Schiibeler, that this 
was Zizania aquatica, Lin., Bydropyrum esculentum (wild rice, 
or Indian rice). He states that it " grows wild on the banks 
of rivers, the margin of stagnant waters, and in swampy spots 
along the whole eastern coast of North America, as far north 
as Lat. 50°." This is a much wider range for it than is given 
by Asa Gray, who speaks of it as a western plant. It is well 
known to have been largely used for food by the Indians on 
the Upper Mississippi. 

Tomahawks. 

Henry Spelman, Relation of Virginia (Hunnewell's reprint, 
p. 19), says: " The weapons they vse for offence are Bowes 
and Arrowes w' a weapon like a hammer and ther Toma- 
haucks for defence w oh areishilds made of the barke of a tree 
and hanged on ther leaft shoulder to couer that side as they 
stand forth to shoote." It seems more probable that Spelman's 
manuscript has not been correctly punctuated, and that he 
wrote " a weapon like a hammer and their tomahawk. For 
defence," etc., than that he should be understood as calling a 
tomahawk a weapon for defence. 

Smith, Map of Virginia, p. 23 (Arber's reprint, p. 68), says : 
" For their wars also they use Targets that are round and made 
of the barkes of trees, and a sworde of wood at their backs, but 
oftentimes they use for swords the home of a Deare put through 
a peece of wood in forme of a Pickaxe. Some, a long stone 
sharpened at both ends used in the same manner. This they 
were wont to use also for hatchets, but now by trucking they 
have plenty of the same form, of yron. And those are their 
chief instruments and armes." 

So Daniel Gookin, Historical Collections of the Indians of 
Neiu England (1674), chap. iii. sect. 9 (Mass. Hist. Coll., 
vol. i. p. 152), speaks of their "tomahawks made of wood 
like a pole-axe, with a sharpened stone fastened therein, and 
for defence they had targets made of barks of trees." 

The small grooved stone axe, well known to all conversant 
with Indian relics, is considered " the prototype of the more 
modern iron tomahawk " ; (C. C. Abbott's Primitive Industry, 
p. 11.) " Before the tomahawk came into use among the Iro- 
quois, their principal weapons were the bow, the stone toma- 
hawk, and the war-club." (Lewis H. Morgan, Report on New 
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York State Cabinet of Natural History, The Indian Collection, 
p. 70.) Charles 0. Jones, Antiquities of the Southern Indians, 
p. 277, says : " We incline to the belief that the smaller and 
medium-sized specimens [of grooved stone axes] were toma- 
hawks or battle-axes." This is also the opinion of Charles C. 
Eau, TJie Archaeological Collection of the United States National 
Museum, p. 21: " Specimens of small or medium-size doubtless 
were used as battle-axes, like the iron tomahawk of modern 
times." 

A new serial, containing the proceedings at the April meet- 
ing, was announced as ready for distribution. 



